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SUPPORTERS UPDATE


August 2008





LOOK OUT FOR REDEVELOPMENT UPDATES ON OUR WEBSITE


www.allowah.org.au





Redevelopment Update





Construction is progressing well











Please see the Allowah website �HYPERLINK "http://www.allowah.org.au"�www.allowah.org.au� for photos and updates of the redevelopment.





See page 3 of this update for more photos of the progress to date.





�





STOP PRESS!!  We have a new member on our fundraising team.  Renee Lumpkin joined us on 


11 August 2008.  More information in next Update.





Friends of Allowah











Friends of Allowah enables the wider community to be actively involved in providing these disadvantaged children with quality care to make a real difference in their lives now and in the future. 


See page 5 and the enclosed brochure for more information.





8 Perry St, DUNDAS  NSW  2117  


Phone: 02 9858 4994   Fax: 02 9874 0964


Email  � HYPERLINK "mailto:admin@allowah.org.au" �admin@allowah.org.au�    


Website  � HYPERLINK "http://www.allowah.org.au" �www.allowah.org.au� 





From The Chief Executive Officer’s Desk


             Colin Llewellyn











Every day I visit Allowah and every day there is something new for me to see.  It never stays the same and, slowly but surely, the new hospital is emerging out of the ground.  Recently I was allowed to don the hard hat and was given an early inspection of the newly poured slab at the rear of the building.  Wow!  What views across the valley! - and - Wow!  What spacious wards!  I think we could almost charge our visitors a fee for seeing the extensive and sweeping views.  








�





As I attend the site meetings and discuss the many and varied issues associated with the redevelopment, I am amazed at the goodness of God in allowing me to be part of the development team.





The builders, although making a lot of mud and dirt, have been so obliging and supportive as we continue caring for the special children and young people using Allowah at this point in time.  In fact everyone involved has been fantastic.  The team at Allowah, as everyone knows, is very special.  They are to be commended as they continue, in somewhat difficult circumstances, providing their excellent brand of care which they have become renowned for.  In anyone’s language they are impressive people.





Most of you will know that I have had a dream of not only developing Allowah to be a “beautiful place, but of doing this debt free.  I do understand the enormity of what I am saying, but my confidence is placed in our great and awesome God who is kind and gracious beyond measure.  I know that so many of you have taken Allowah into your hearts and I am particularly encouraged knowing that this is so.





Like you, I look forward to seeing our children enjoy their new environment, and the staff being able to also enjoy their new work environment. 





Please continue to pray for this most marvellous ministry and that God would richly bless the work of our hands, and to Him be all the glory.





Colin Llewellyn











All children admitted to Allowah are admitted on medical need only. 


Parents however are able to use this time to recharge their batteries and spend quality time with each other and with their other children.
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Redevelopment Photos
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ABOVE – Concrete Pour


Photos taken July 2008





�





�





ABOVE and BELOW – Work is progressing well


Photos taken July 2008








�





�
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Friends of Allowah Fundraising Program


Ruth Forsayth























Not another fundraising article!!


No this is “Not another fundraising article”.  As supporters of Allowah you know that we are always looking for funds, always trying to find ways of bringing in money to support, redevelop, and grow Allowah.  This is a personal story and a moment in time I will always remember.





In life we all have moments that will stay with us forever, the first time we see our new born child, a wonderful sunrise over the water, the first sighting of your future husband or wife on your wedding day.  A snapshot image that stays in our memory albums in the back of our minds, and when we bring them out of our memory we smile our own little knowing smile.  I have a moment like this and it is about the children and a staff member at Allowah.





When I commenced working for Allowah I did my first presentation in front of a church group with a very well respected gentleman in the front pew.  I thought I was doing a reasonable presentation but the gentleman in the front pew seemed to be in dismay, placing his head in his hands and shaking it vigorously.  I completed my presentation and was thanked by many from the group telling me what an informative presentation I had given.  I then approached the gentleman in the front row and asked him if I had done something wrong.  He advised me that “Yes, you have!”  What I had done was that I had referred to Allowah as a “home” and not a hospital.  He said this was completely wrong and, in the world of political correctness, was unacceptable.





I advised the gentleman that it was a mistake on my part and yes, of course, I knew it was a hospital which provided excellent medical care for the special children of Allowah.





I referred to Allowah as a home because if you listen to the parents they will tell you that Allowah is their children’s “home away from home”, and they can say this because the staff and people associated with Allowah care about their children.  To me this is what a home is - a place where people care about others.  Giving medical treatment is important but caring and providing a place of safety, love, and respect - that is a home.
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Friends of Allowah Fundraising Program


Ruth Forsayth……………..(Continued)








What was my moment that I will always remember in my “brain memory box”?  





One day when I had visited Allowah to discuss with a staff member a fundraising idea, the staff member and a group of children in wheelchairs were seated outside enjoying the sun.  It had been a shift change-over and as I sat with the children a staff member who had gone off shift, had signed off, collected her bag and returned to say good bye to “her” children.  She informed each of the children individually that she was going to her other home and would be back in the morning.  She told them each to have a good night’s sleep, gave each a kiss on the top of the head, and waved good bye.  





This to me was such a special moment that will stay with me always.  I know that Allowah is a hospital, but if I slip up every so often and call it a home it’s because it is a place where the people care about the children and treat them as they would in their own home - with love, care, and respect.


Ruth ForsaytH





What is a Friend of Allowah?


Allowah needs the financial support from the wider community, due to our ongoing work to make a difference in the lives of children of Allowah.  We recognise that, “WE ALL NEED FRIENDS” to help us.


Friends of Allowah will assist in enabling us to continue to provide quality care to the children of Allowah.


A Friend of Allowah is someone who benefits the children of Allowah by contributing financially, on a regular basis, to this vital work. 


100% of donations go to Allowah and all donations over $2 are tax deductible.  


Friends of Allowah is an easy and convenient way to donate.


We have enclosed a form which explains more about being a Friend of Allowah. If you are able to help, please join Friends of Allowah, if you have friends or family who may wish to also join please contact us on 


9690 9376 or go to our website for more forms.


WE ALL NEED FRIENDS TO HELP US
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Rev Paul Cooper – Convener


Presbyterian Social Service Committee











Anyone who has seen the progress on the Allowah building can only be excited that our builders are working hard and making wonderful progress.  As you wander over the site you think, ‘Gee, this IS a big building!’  As I look around another thought comes to mind as well.  It’s from a verse in  the Bible which says,  “Except the Lord builds the house they labour in vain that build it”, and as we and our good friends at Quasar are building a new home at Allowah, it is worth thinking about what this means for us.





It means that there is more to the future success of Allowah than a wonderful building, skilfully built, cleverly designed, and hopefully completed on time and on budget - important though that will be.  





Allowah’s success will be dependent upon a caring, competent, and dedicated staff, supportive families, as well as an interested and involved Presbyterian Church and public.  If we do not have this vital ingredient then it will all be in vain.  Just a minute, you might say.  I thought you said, “Unless the Lord builds the house ...’ it would all be in vain.  





Indeed I did.  The Lord works through people and they are his partners, sometimes knowingly sometimes not, in the building process.  Ultimately, our success will depend on the Lord graciously providing such support.  So I invite you to be prayerful for Allowah, asking the Lord to encourage the staff, families, church, and community in their support of Allowah so that His work would be done through them and that our building might not be in vain.





Rev Paul Cooper





YOU ARE INVITED TO THE


ALLOWAH FAMILY DAY


Sunday 28 September 2008       12.30 – 2.30 pm


Beecroft Presbyterian Church, Welham Street, Beecroft


RSVP to Rhonda Daley at Allowah 9858 4994 by 20/09/08 for catering


All supporters of Allowah, families, and friends are welcome.


BBQ, Animal Farm, face painting, games for the children, prizes


Parents’ Seminar


Anniversary service to celebrate Allowah with a great band, speaker, and children’s talk
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James Crawford – Director


Qasar Constructions Pty Ltd











It is an honour and privilege to be given the opportunity to build the new Allowah Children’s Hospital.





I know first hand how Allowah has given life and much needed support to the many families of the children who visit.





I am a proud father of my beautiful little girl, Brooke, whom I adore but I also know how difficult it is to care for her, so when I visit Allowah I see all these other beautiful children who are very loved by their families too.





I know the feeling of a weight being lifted off my shoulders when we leave her at Allowah, and the aching in my heart of missing her at the same time, but I take heart in the fact that the staff at Allowah are inspirational in their happy demeanour, and love and care of the children.  It is a happy place where joy is spread by the staff.





With the new Allowah Hospital being enlarged, it will be able to accommodate more children, and therefore help more families and give better facilities for the staff.





Building Allowah is the most satisfying project I will ever be involved in and I am proud to be part of the vision of Colin Llewellyn and Paul Cooper and the Presbyterian Church.





James Crawford





You are invited to a


Music Trivia Night and Silent Auction


In the Beecroft Presbyterian Church Hall, Welham Street, on 


8 November 2008 commencing 7:00 pm


to raise funds for Allowah


We would appreciate donations of items to be auctioned on the night.


For tickets or further information please contact:


		Shana and Trevor Argent		(02) 9869 1026


		Ruth and Michael Forsayth	(02) 9484 8481


Come along and join in the fun!





.
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How you can help


Ways you can help Allowah’s work








HOW YOU CAN HELP


DONATIONS OF $2 OR MORE ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE





The majority of people who read this newsletter are previous or continuous supporters of the Allowah Presbyterian Children’s Hospital.  Supporters who have donated their time and money to make the most necessary redevelopment of the hospital become a reality and for that we are most grateful.








�





For those of you who would like to contribute further there is a list below of ways you can continue to support this work.  More information can be found in the “How you can help” section on our website or by contacting our head office on 02 9690 9376 during office hours.








Allowah Presbyterian Children’s Hospital 


 a ministry of the 


Presbyterian Social Services





PO Box 2196, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012


Phone: 02 9690 9376   Fax: 02 9310 3131














�





�





�





�





�





�





Prayer - Please pray for the work we do at Allowah, for the children, their families and for the staff. 


One off donations –- Donate financially to our work at a time that suits you. 


Become a Friend of Allowah – Join our caring Friends of Allowah team by giving regularly to our work.


Become an Ambassador for Allowah – Assist us in raising funds for Allowah by recruiting new Friends of Allowah.


Give a Gift program – If you’re celebrating a special event and you don’t want anything yourself then arrange for your guests to give to Allowah instead.


Bequest a gift to Allowah – Leave a final gift in your will.











