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LETTER TO THE PARENTS AND CARERS OF CHILDREN

FEBRUARY 2008
FROM THE CEO AT ALLOWAH

Colin Llewellyn 

Building Works

With the redevelopment’s official starting date being 29 January 2008 I had hoped that by now we would have seen the JCB Earthmovers run around the rear of the property.  However, sadly, no such evidence is to be found.  Most of us are indeed visual people and therefore “seeing is believing”.  I am pleased to inform that there is “movement in the camp” with trade packages already being awarded.  This is important in allowing the project to flow smoothly once the workforce arrives on site.  The lead-in time has also allowed the CEO an opportunity to go on a fast learning curve. 

Team Works

The development of the Allowah site was never going to be an easy task as the hospital still needs to operate during the construction.  But we are convinced that with the continued support of our wonderful parents, and our dedicated staff team at Allowah, that Allowah will go from strength to strength.  Allowah has of course always prided itself on its ability to work as a team to deliver the very best outcomes for our children.  So, during the next 12 months or so, please continue to use the hospital commensurate with your children’s needs.  If you have any difficulty and/or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Tracey Szanto, Executive Director of Nursing. 

Parking Arrangements during Construction

We have been able to make an arrangement with the Correctional Services Training Centre at Brush Farm.  Hopefully this will free up the limited spaces for parents when visiting the hospital.  We appreciate this very kind offer from their Chief Executive Officer. 

Prayer Works

For those who believe in the power of prayer, and I know that many of you do, please continue to pray for “all things Allowah”.  Pray that God will bless us in being able to complete these essential works debt free.  Nothing is too hard for God.  May Allowah always be a place where all our precious children have the very best care readily made available to them.  Such care should be unconditional. 

Web Site

The Allowah web page www.allowah.org.au will allow parents and staff to track the progress of the redevelopment and provide a timetable relating to the planned works. 

CELEBRITY GOLF DAY – MONASH GOLF CLUB – 
 28TH MARCH 2008
If you are interested in playing or know of anyone who would be interested, please call Shelley Anderson on 0425 795 523.

FUND RAISING FOR ALLOWAH

Ruth J Forsayth-Fundraising Manager

With the New Year just behind, I have to reflect on the things that worked to raise much needed funds for Allowah in 2007.

Our core committed supporters once more continued to contribute to the Allowah redevelopment fund, whilst also being very inventive with fund raising activities.

Monies have been donated from some of the following:

Soup and damper lunches, donations in lieu of flowers from funerals, donations in lieu of birthday presents, concerts, afternoon teas, etc  All great successes due to the efforts of Allowah’s committed supporters and others.

The Allowah Christmas puddings were a huge success, and over 700 were sold, getting the Allowah name on many Christmas tables last year.

Revesby Presbyterian Church held a “wish list” collection for a wall-mounted television for the children of Allowah which will soon be purchased and installed for the children’s enjoyment.

A Corporate/Celebrity golf day was organised for December 2007 by Shelley  Anderson (Mum of Harrison, one of our wonderful Allowah children) with considerable funds being pledged.  It has been a great effort by Shelley, but due to weather problems it was postponed, and it will now be held on 28 February 2008.  We will keep you updated on the results of money raised. 

So - what for 2008!!!  I am working on our 2008 plan now and have a few ideas on the go.  Here are some:

“Friends of Allowah” (further details will be supplied when the project has been approved).

Allowah spring bulb fund raising drive.

Allowah walk and wheel-a-thon at the Olympic athletes stadium at Homebush.

These are just a few, and I will be letting you know more details when I can.  I am very excited about the launch of “Friends of Allowah” and all the activities planned, but of course approval needs to be given and then it’s go, go, go!

So please keep thinking about Allowah fund raising and what you may be able to do to assist.  If you wish to contact me to discuss any ideas you may have, please don’t hesitate.  I am in the office Tuesday and Wednesday on 9690 9376, or email me on rforsayth@pcnsw.org.au, I would love to hear from you.      
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN-RHONDA DALEY.
· Success and failure.

· Someone once said, “It’s better to have tried and failed than never to have tried at all.”       But is that true?

· It doesn’t always seem that way.  Failure usually hurts, and it hurts a lot.

· But failure in itself is never the end of the road. And failure in something is surely not the end of you!

· Your reaction to failure often says more about the kind of person you are that success does!

· God can use failure as the starting point of a personal victory in your life that could not come in any other way.

· Commit your successes and failures to Him, and trust Him to turn your failures into victory!

“I know the plans I have for you” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”.  Jeremiah 29:11

HOUSEKEEPING MATTERS
When we find unlabelled clothing items in the wash, we hold them in the laundry for about eight weeks. If they are not collected by then and are not needed by another child (eg for emergency clothing when we run out of clean clothes temporarily), they are put into the clothing bin at the top of the driveway.

The hospital is staffed according to the number of children admitted on any given day. Meals and formulae are prepared with this in mind.   It is very important to us that we know the approximate time you expect to bring your child to Allowah, and the time you expect to pick them up.  Jan and Jodie (in the office) routinely ask this when taking bookings, but if there is any change, please let us know.  
Do you have any bottles , cooler bags or ice packs at home belonging to Allowah – we will need them all for school lunches.
