ALLOWAH PRESBYTERIAN CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
LETTER TO THE PARENTS AND CARERS OF CHILDREN

DECEMBER 2007
FROM THE CEO AT ALLOWAH

When we purchased Allowah Hospital in February of 2004 we made a promise to “make a difference” in the lives of the children using Allowah. One of these ways was to address the huge problems associated with the lack of and quality of the present accommodation. All those who have visited Allowah will know the difficulties that staff has to contend with on a daily basis as they seek to care for the children. 

I am pleased to report that all approvals have now been gained and that Quasar Construction Pty Ltd have been engaged to complete the project. This is expected to commence immediately although the major works will probably happen early in January of 2008.

We will do try to keep you informed and there will be regular updates pro-actively posted on the Allowah web page. You can log on to www.allowah.org.au and then go to the redevelopment page.

Although it has taken a long time to get to this point I am sure that you will rejoice that finally things are about to happen.

Please remember to pray that God will sustain Tracey and all her staff as they seek to manage and minimise the disruption during the construction period.

Because the building work is being managed rather like an “Owner Builder” there is an opportunity for people and/or companies to donate building materials, white goods, hospital equipment and/or professional services to the project. Please contact myself and I will be most happy to ensure that such donations are acknowledged and, where appropriate, treated as a tax deductible item. 

Can I encourage you to continue using the hospital as appropriate to your child’s needs. This is important to us in that we need to continue operating the hospital during the construction phase.

Finally, I take this opportunity to thank you for allowing us to serve you and your family during 2007. It has been a great pleasure to support you and your family. At this special time of Christmas may we be reminded again of God’s gift of His son Jesus as our Saviour. May each of you have a most blessed and happy Christmas.

Colin Llewellyn 

Chief Executive Officer
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY AT ALLOWAH
SUNDAY DECEMBER 16

10 – 12 midday
KINDI FARM

FACE PAINTING
EVEN SANTA WILL  BE THERE!
PARTY FOOD / ATERNOON TEA

ALL FAMILIES AND CHILDREN WELCOME

CELEBRITY GOLF DAY - CONCORD GOLF CLUB – 
 6th December 2007
If you are interested in playing or know of anyone who would be interested, please call Shelley Anderson on 0425 795 523.
FROM THE EDON AT ALLOWAH

Tracey Szanto
Our Christmas tree (beautifully decorated by our dedicated night duty staff) greets us in the foyer each day and reminds us that Christmas is here again.  Time to remember the birth of our Life saver and Forgiver, God, born in the form of man, Jesus.

Everyone is invited to our Christmas Party for the Children! Kindy Farm is coming!

We farewelled Krissy Leong (RN) this week as she goes on Maternity Leave.  We will miss Krissy and her professional care and wish Mark and Krissy great joy and happiness (sleep and patience!) in parenting their little daughter.

December / January will be a busy time at Allowah.  Our dedicated staff are focused on the well – being of the children in our care. We thank God for the high standard of care and the generous donations received to support this care.

Please don’t hesitate to contact Sharryn Wood or myself if there are any aspects of your child’s care you would like to discu
A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN-RHONDA DALEY.
At our Christmas Party this year we will have the Kindy Farm animals and a home made morning tea.  Each cot and bed at Allowah has a beautiful home made quilt.  We have 10 copies of ‘Love Ella’ available to loan to parents and the nursing students who come to Allowah for specialized training.

So who is financing all this?

The women of the Presbyterian Church (PWA) have kindly donated their craft, cooking and also worked to raise money to cover the costs of the party.  They are called the ‘Dorcas’ Committee, named after a lady from the Bible who helped those in need (Acts 9:36-43).  These ladies also regularly visit parks in the city to distribute food to the homeless, support women’s refuges and other projects. But they unashamedly say that they delight to support us because the children, families and staff at Allowah are so very close to their hearts.  They have taken on many projects for us, the largest has been a huge Market Day. 

2007 - 2008: Actions speak louder than words.

The things we do reveal what is really important to us - our beliefs and values.  It’s not what we say we believe, but how we live, that is the test of our true beliefs.

Christmas and the New Year can be a good time to stop and ask ourselves, ‘Is my life actually matching what I believe and value?’  Perhaps the best Christmas gift this year may be to rediscover or find new treasure to enrich our souls.  Then, instead of simply reacting in the old predictable ways we can draw on these resources to enable us to live more authentic lives.

Jesus said ‘I have come that you may have life – life to the full.’

‘This is my command: love one each other as I have loved you’
HOUSEKEEPING MATTERS
We are welcoming quite a few new families with disabled children into Allowah care, either in day care or overnight care.  We feel privileged to be able to help them.

When we find unlabelled clothing items in the wash, we hold them in the laundry for about eight weeks. If they are not collected by then and are not needed by another child (eg for emergency clothing when we run out of clean clothes temporarily), they are put into the clothing bin at the top of the driveway.

The hospital is staffed according to the number of children admitted on any given day. Meals and formulae are prepared with this in mind.   It is very important to us that we know the approximate time you expect to bring your child to Allowah, and the time you expect to pick them up.  Jan and Jodie (in the office) routinely ask this when taking bookings, but if there is any change, please let us know.  
Do you have any bottles at home belonging to Allowah – we will need them all for the holiday period.

FAMILY NEWS
Our thoughts and prayers are with the Nassif family who are mourning the loss of their beautiful little John-Paul, who has spent many precious days with us at Allowah.
